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Creation of a foundation for increasing francophone research on 
diabetes 
 
Over 70 research teams responded to the first call for projects launched by the Francophone 
Foundation for Diabetes Research, which today announced the two recipients of these clinical 
and basic research grants.      
 
Paris, 13 December 2013 – On the occasion of the awarding of its first two research grants, the 
Francophone Society of Diabetes, with the support of the French Federation of Diabetics, has 
announced the establishment of the Francophone Foundation for Diabetes Research.   

Diabetes affects 371 million people worldwide and is increasing at an alarming rate1. It is estimated that 
the number of people with diabetes will reach 439 million in 20302. In France, close to 3.7 million French 
people are now diabetics3. The social and economic consequences are now on a par with these 
epidemiological data, since diabetes has rose to the top in the list of long-term diseases covered by the 
French national health insurance system (ALD), coming out ahead of cancer, cardiovascular disease 
(many of which are related to diabetes), severe arterial hypertension and long-term psychiatric 
disorders4,5.  

In the face of this major public health problem, research, now more than ever, plays an essential role 
for providing better understanding of the biological mechanisms involved in diabetes and thus improving 
insight into and management of this disease and stemming its spread.  

The FFRD consequently set the goal of promoting and supporting research on diabetes and metabolic 
diseases, particularly through public or private collaborations. It thus wishes to provide sustainable 
means for fostering long-term francophone research projects on an international scale.  

Within this context, the FFRD is today awarding two research grants for an amount of €300,000, 
spanning over a period of one to three years. For its first year of existence, the FFRD Scientific Council 
decided to support a clinical research project and a basic research project. “The chosen projects were 
selected on the basis of four criteria: scientific originality, the international visibility of the candidate, the 
feasibility of the project and the match between the financial and scientific requests”, states Prof. Jean 
Girard, President of the Scientific Council, Professor at the Université Paris Descartes [Paris Descartes 
University]. 
 
Following the first call for projects, the FFRD received over 70 applications. “The review of this first year 
is extremely satisfying; the research teams responded positively and submitted projects of very high 
scientific and methodological quality. We are very proud to see that the creation of this foundation is 
meeting a real need in research”, points out Prof. Michel Marre, President of the FFRD, Chief of the 
Diabetology-Endocrinology-Nutrition Department at Hôpital Bichat-Claude-Bernard [Bichat-Claude-
Bernard Hospital].  “Francophone, and in particular French, diabetologists need to be able to carry out 
projects that they dream about, particularly in clinical and translational research, in order to make a 
connection between basic research and the optimisation of patient management”, he concludes. 



 
 
 

      
 

The Francophone Foundation for Diabetes research is supported by the SFD, AFD and by the 
pharmaceutical companies Lilly, MSD, Novo Nordisk and Sanofi. 

The next FFRD call for projects will be launched in February 2014. 

For more information on the FFRD and its projects, please visit www.ffrdiabete.org.  
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