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Goals and missions of the Foundation 

Established in 2013 by the Francophone Society of Diabetes (SFD) with the support of the French 
Federation of Diabetics (AFD), the Francophone Foundation for Diabetes Research (FFRD) has the 
unique goal of promoting and supporting research on diabetes and metabolic diseases, 
particularly through public and private collaboration. 

Research projects supported by the Foundation therefore aim to better understand the 
epidemiology and pathophysiology of diabetes and its complications, to evaluate the provision 
of treatment, and to develop basic research on the disease for better management of diabetic 
patients. 

A Foundation that is state-recognised as serving the public interest, the FFRD hopes that all of its 
projects may serve to improve the knowledge of diabetes and limit the burden of its complications. 

Board of Directors 

The particular mission of the Board of Directors is to define the action plan of the Foundation. It is 
composed of 12 members and a government commissioner. 

Commission of Founders 

• Michel Marre:  President, Professor and Chief of Staff at Hôpital Bichat [Bichat Hospital], Paris 
• Bernard Bauduceau: Treasurer, Professor du Val-de-Grâce Hospital, retired 
• Jacques Bringer: Professor and Chief of Staff at Hôpital Lapeyronie [Lapeyronie Hospital], 

Montpellier 
• Jean-François Gautier: Chief of Staff of Diabetes-Endocrinology at Hôpital Saint-Louis [Saint-

Louis Hospital] (AP-HP Hospital Group Lariboisière - Fernand-Widal) 
 

Commission of Experts 

• Bernard Charbonnel: University Professor Emeritus 
• Prof. José-Alain Sahel: Director of the Institute of Vision, Professor at Université Paris IV 

[Paris 4 University] and at the University College London 
• Eveline Eschwège: INSERM Honorary Research Director  
• Martin Buysschaert: Professor at Clinique Universitaire Saint-Luc [Saint-Luc University Clinic], 

Brussels 

Institutional Partners 

• President of INSERM: Christian Boitard, Diabetology Department of Hôtel Dieu Hospital 
• AFD representative: Gérard Raymond (Vice-President) 
• President of CNMSS (French National Military Social Security Fund): Thierry Barrandon 
• President of the Academy of Medicine: Claude Jaffiol 
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Government Commissioner 

• Madam Prefect Catherine Delmas-Comolli 
 

Scientific Council 

The mission of the FFRD Scientific Council is to select the projects and define the scientific policy of 
the Foundation; it is composed of 16 members: 

• Prof. Jean Girard, President 
• Prof. Christian Boitard, Vice-President 
• Prof. Jean-François Arnal 
• Dr Miriam Cnop 
• Dr Nathalie Delzenne 
• Dr Annick Fontbonne 
• Pr Stéphane Laurent 
• Prof. Agnès Lehuen 
• Dr Catherine Postic 
• Prof. Eric Renard 
• Prof. Vincent Rigalleau 
• Prof. Bart Staels 
• Prof. Bernard Thorens 
• Prof. Michel Marre, FFRD President  
• Prof. Jean-François Gautier, FFRD Secretary General  
• Prof. Bruno Vergès, SFD Scientific Council President  

 
Research grants 

The projects supported by the FFRD complement the projects conducted by the SFD. They are large-
scale, international projects. 

For this third year, the FFRD Scientific Council has chosen to exceptionally support 4 projects on 
type 1 diabetes and type 2 diabetes:   

• Two clinical research projects  
• Two basic research projects  

Following a call for projects that the various research teams responded to, four recipients were 
awarded research grants: one grant of €300,000, one of €200,000 and two grants of €150,000 each. 

For each of the topics covered by the research teams, outside international experts who were 
specialists on the subjects were sought to provide their opinions.  

 
The experts report was then submitted to the members of the Scientific Council, who met and 
discussed the relevance of the projects. After deliberation, 7 dossiers were selected. The chosen 
candidates were then auditioned to defend their projects. The final selection of the two projects was 
based on the following criteria: 

• scientific originality,  
• the ability of the candidates to compete at the international level,  
• feasibility,  
• the match between the financial and the scientific request,  
• the coherence of the project. 
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Review of the 4 projects supported by the FFRD  

2013 Recipients 

Two years ago, the first two research grants of €300,000 were awarded to Dr. Blandine Comte, 
INRA, Human Nutrition Unit of the Clermont-Ferrand Research Centre, for her clinical research 
project; and to Prof. Romano Regazzi, DNF [Fundamental Neuroscience Department], Université de 
Lausanne [Lausanne University] in Switzerland, for his basic research project.  
 
As a result of the FFRD support, therefore, the recipient of the 2013 edition, Dr. Blandine Comte, was 
able to initiate her research project, which consists of “identifying, through comprehensive approaches 
of analyses of metabolites and blood proteins, the early circulating markers of development of the 
disease, by studying the specificity of the foetal environment”. According to Dr. Blandine Comte, 
“these results could enable improved targeting of subjects at risk and open the door towards more 
personalised medicine”. Dr. Comte, whose project extended over 2 years, shall deliver her final 
expert report in spring 2016.   
 
Prof. Romano Regazzi, also recipient of the 2013 edition, had the goal of “revolutionising research in 
the domain of diabetes” and “facilitating the identification of new therapeutic targets for the prevention 
or the treatment of various forms of diabetes mellitus”. Due to the support of the Foundation, the 2013 
recipient could start the study of the role “of RNA molecules in the acquisition of the B cell phenotype 
in order to determine their contribution to the dysfunction and the death of these cells that give rise to 
diabetes”.  
 
Prof. Regazzi shall deliver his second intermediary expert report in January 2016 and the definitive 
results of his research in 2017. 

2014 Recipients  

Last year’s recipients were Dr. Hélène Duez, Research Fellow (CR1), INSERM UR1011, Institute 
Pasteur of Lille, Université de Lille [Lille University], EGID [European Genomic Institute for Diabetes] 
and Prof. Rémy Burcelin, PhD, Research Director, Leader of the “Intestinal Risk Factors, Diabetes, 
Dyslipidaemia” team, INSERM 1048 of Toulouse, for their respective clinical and basic research 
projects.  

Dr. Hélène Duez was thus able to launch her clinical research project, which was to determine “the 
role of the Rev-erb-α nuclear receptor, the involvement of adipose tissue and skeletal muscle in the 
development of type 2 diabetes”. According to Dr. Duez, this project should ultimately “identify new 
target genes/signalling pathways of Rev-erb-α and thus determine its potential as a new therapeutic 
target for diabetes treatment”.  

A first review of her research year will be available at the beginning of 2016, and her final expert will 
be delivered in 2018. 

The goal of Prof. Rémy Burcelin’s basic research project is “to facilitate the identification of new 
therapeutic targets in order to prevent or treat the various forms of diabetes mellitus” and concerns 
“the role of certain non-coding RNAs (ribonucleic acids) in the function of the beta cell”.  

As Prof. Burcelin’s research project can only become operative beginning in 2016, his first expert 
report will be available in the first quarter of 2017. The definitive results of his research will be 
delivered in 2019. 

 
  



 

4/4 

 

Support 
 
The Foundation receives assistance from the SFD, AFD and pharmaceutical companies involved in 
the management of diabetes. 

 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
Francophone Foundation for Diabetes research 
60 rue Saint-Lazare 75009 Paris, France  
Tel.: +33 (0)1 85 08 48 08 
E-mail: secretariat@ffrdiabete.org  
http://www.ffrdiabete.org  
 
Media contact 
Agence FleishmanHillard 
Ophélie Zeugmann 
Tel.: +33 (0)1 47 42 92 77 
E-mail: ophelie.zeugmann@fleishman.com  
 
 
 


